
T h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s o c i e t y
a n d  n a t u r e  i s  a  d e f i n i n g  d e b a t e  o f  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y ,
i n c l u d i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  s u s t a i n a b l e
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  A n t h r o p o c e n e .  G l o b a l i z a t i o n
a n d  r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n  h a v e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  n o t  o n l y
c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  s o m e ,  b u t  a l s o
c r o s s - b o r d e r  c h a l l e n g e s  s u c h  a s  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s ,
p o l l u t i o n ,  r e s o u r c e  d e p l e t i o n ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
d e g r a d a t i o n  t h a t  i m p a c t  o t h e r s .

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  h o w  E a s t  A s i a n  r e g i o n a l i s m  c o n n e c t s
s o c i e t i e s  a n d  e c o l o g i e s  w i t h  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  e q u i t y
a n d  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  r e q u i r e s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e
c o n v e n t i o n a l  b o u n d a r i e s ,  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  a n d  s e c t o r s  t o
c o p r o d u c e  n e w  a n d  r e l e v a n t  k n o w l e d g e .

T h i s  s y m p o s i u m  w i l l  e x a m i n e  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  a n d
i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  “ e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o f f s h o r i n g ”  u n d e r
E a s t  A s i a  r e g i o n a l i s m ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s
o f  b i l a t e r a l  a n d  m u l t i l a t e r a l  a g r e e m e n t s  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c i e s .  A t t e n t i o n  w i l l  b e  p a i d  t o  t h e
i s s u e s  o f  e c o l o g i c a l  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n a l
e q u i t y ,  a n d  b u s i n e s s  c o n t i n u i t y .
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S P E A K E R S
M E E T  T H E

K A O R U  S U G I H A R A  

P r o g r a m  d i r e c t o r  a n d  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  R e s e a r c h
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  H u m a n i t y  a n d  N a t u r e  ( R I H N )  a t  K y o t o .  
H e  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  m o d e r n  A s i a n  a n d  g l o b a l  e c o n o m i c
h i s t o r y ,  w i t h  f o c u s  o n  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .
H e  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  O r i e n t a l  a n d  A f r i c a n
S t u d i e s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o n d o n ,  O s a k a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  K y o t o
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o k y o .  T h e  E a s t  A s i a n
M i r a c l e  i n  G l o b a l  H i s t o r y  ( 2 0 2 0 ) ,  a  s y n t h e s i s  o f  h i s  w o r k
o n  E a s t  A s i a ' s  e c o n o m i c  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  g l o b a l  h i s t o r y ,  w o n  t h e  G r a n d  P r i z e  o f
t h e  A s i a - P a c i f i c  A w a r d  i n  2 0 2 1 .

C A R L  M I D D L E T O N  

A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  a n d  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e
G r a d u a t e  S t u d i e s  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t
S t u d i e s  P r o g r a m ,  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r
S o c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  S t u d i e s ,  i n  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f
P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e ,  C h u l a l o n g k o r n  U n i v e r s i t y ,
T h a i l a n d .  H e  i s  a  p o l i t i c a l  e c o l o g i s t  w i t h  r e s e a r c h
i n t e r e s t s  i n  h y d r o p o l i t i c s ,  h y d r o s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a .

I A N  G .  B A I R D  

P r o f e s s o r  o f  G e o g r a p h y  a n d  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e
C e n t e r  f o r  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
o f  W i s c o n s i n ,  M a d i s o n .  H i s  w o r k  i n t e r s e c t s  p o l i t i c a l
e c o l o g y ,  p o l i t i c a l  g e o g r a p h y  a n d  t h e  h i s t o r i e s  o f
m a r g i n a l  p e o p l e s  i n  m a i n l y  L a o s ,  C a m b o d i a  a n d
T h a i l a n d .  H i s  m o s t  r e c e n t  b o o k  i s  t i t l e d  R i s e  o f  t h e
B r a o :  E t h n i c  M i n o r i t i e s  i n  N o r t h e a s t e r n  C a m b o d i a
d u r i n g  V i e t n a m e s e  O c c u p a t i o n  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f
W i s c o n s i n  P r e s s  2 0 2 0 ) .
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P A U L  K .  G E L L E R T

A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  S o c i o l o g y  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f
G l o b a l  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,
K n o x v i l l e .  H i s  r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l
e c o n o m y  a n d  e c o l o g y  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  H e  c o -
e d i t e d  E c o l o g i c a l l y  U n e q u a l  E x c h a n g e  ( P a l g r a v e ,
2 0 1 9 ) ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  a  c h a p t e r  o n  “ E n v i r o n m e n t a l
D e g r a d a t i o n  a n d  C l i m a t e  D i s a s t e r ”  t o  T h e  P o l i t i c a l
E c o n o m y  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  ( P a l g r a v e ,  2 0 2 0 ) ,  a n d
h a s  p u b l i s h e d  j o u r n a l s  s u c h  a s  S o c i o l o g y  o f
D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  G l o b a l i z a t i o n s .

S I M O N  O L S E N  

R e s e a r c h  m a n a g e r  w i t h  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  G l o b a l
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S t r a t e g i e s  ( I G E S )  –  i n  H a y a m a ,
J a p a n ,  w h e r e  h e  h a s  b e e n  s i n c e  2 0 1 0 .  H i s  a r e a s
o f  i n t e r e s t  i n c l u d e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g o v e r n a n c e ,
c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t ,  a n d  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  a n d  t h e i r
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u s t a i n a b l e
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e
s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  g o a l s  ( S D G s ) .  H e  h a s  a
P h D  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e s  a n d  P o l i c y  f r o m
t h e  C e n t r a l  E u r o p e a n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  H u n g a r y .

T A K E S H I  I T O

P r o f e s s o r  o f  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e ,  S o p h i a  U n i v e r s i t y .  
 H i s  r e s e a r c h  e x p l o r e s  h o w  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  m a r k e t ’ s
c o n t r o l  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  h a s  s h a p e d
s o c i a l - e c o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  v a r i e g a t e d
c o n s e q u e n c e s  i n c l u d i n g  m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  o f
s p e c i e s ,  d e e p e n i n g  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d
u n e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  r e s o u r c e s .  H i s  r e s e a r c h
i n t e r e s t s ,  l y i n g  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  e c o l o g y ,
c a p i t a l i s m ,  a n d  t h e  s t a t e ,  i n c l u d e  A g r a r i a n  a n d
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C h a n g e ,  P o l i t i c a l  E c o n o m y  o f
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e o r i e s  o f  H e g e m o n y  a n d
R e s i s t a n c e ,  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  a n d  J a p a n .  

M A I K O  N I S H I  

R e s e a r c h  F e l l o w  o f  B i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  S o c i e t y  a t
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e  A d v a n c e d
S t u d y  o f  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  ( U N U - I A S ) ,  e n g a g i n g  i n
r e s e a r c h  a n d  c a p a c i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s
f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P a r t n e r s h i p  f o r  t h e
S a t o y a m a  I n i t i a t i v e  ( I P S I ) .  H e r  r e s e a r c h
i n t e r e s t s  i n c l u d e  s o c i a l - e c o l o g i c a l  s y s t e m
g o v e r n a n c e ,  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  p o l i c y .  P h . D .  i n  U r b a n
P l a n n i n g  f r o m  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y .  
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CHINA’S RISING POWER IN A NEW ASIAN EPOCH: THE
POLITICAL ECONOMY OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN PALM ‘WASTE’
SPEAKER: PAUL K.  GELLERT
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE, KNOXVILLE
DISCUSSANT: IAN G. BAIRD 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN, MADISON

PANEL 02
ENVIRONMENTAL DYNAMICS 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

ORGANIC RICE: THE IMPLICATIONS OF DIFFERENT
ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS IN LAOS AND
THAILAND
SPEAKER: IAN G. BAIRD
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN, MADISON
DISCUSSANT: PAUL K. GELLERT
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE, KNOXVILLE
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SYMPOSIUM OPENING

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFSHORING AS DISASTER PREVENTION
AND MITIGATION: A RELATIONAL ANALYSIS OF JAPAN’S
FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
ASSISTANCE IN THAILAND
SPEAKERS: TAKESHI ITO AND CARL MIDDLETON 
SOPHIA UNIVERSITY AND  CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY
DISCUSSANT: KAORU SUGIHARA
RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR HUMANITY AND NATURE (RIHN)

PANEL 01
ECOLOGICAL-ECONOMIC CONNECTIONS
IN EAST ASIAN REGIONALISM

KASASUSTAINABILITY.ORG/ENV-OFF

MAR 15, 2022
9:30-17:00・JST

CLOSING SESSION

9:45

10:00

11:00

12:00

13:00

14:00

15:00

16:00

16:15

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFSHORING AND SDG PERFORMANCE:
FROM BETTER TO WORSE?
SPEAKER: SIMON OLSEN
INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGIES (IGES)
DISCUSSANT: CARL MIDDLETON
CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY

AN INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION SCHEME: CHALLENGES
AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENABLING A SUSTAINABLE SUPPLY
CHAIN OF WILD PLANT PRODUCTS
SPEAKER: MAIKO NISHI
UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSITY FOR THE ADVANCED 
STUDY OF SUSTAINABILITY (UNU-IAS)
DISCUSSANT: SIMON OLSEN
INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGIES (IGES)

PANEL 03
SOCIAL-ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS 
GOVERNANCE IN ASIA

COFFEE  BREAK

LUNCH BREAK
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